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on the Aleuts with muskets, but one of thejr number, caught
outside the hut, was thrown to the ground and assaulted with
knives and spears until a huge cossack named Korelin, armed
with a bear knife, made a gallant sortie and rescued his half-
dead comrade,

For four days the Russians were besieged in their hut, un-
able to venture outside in search of food and water. To add to
their fears, the natives displayed in plain view the garments
and arms of the five hunters who had gone to visit the fox
traps. During the fourth night, Korelin and three other fugi-
tives managed to reach their baidar and paddled out of the
harbor, the natives making no attempt to pursue them. Once
out of sight of their enemies, they landed the skin boat on the
beach, and set out across the island toward their ship. It was
still dark when they reached the anchorage, and discharged
their signal guns, but there was no reply. The sound of firing
had betrayed their position to the natives, and they made a
stand on top of a lone boulder, holding off their pursuers unti]
dawn with a barrage of musket fire.

Daylight revealed an object on the beach which confirmed
their worst apprehensions. It was the main hatch of their ves.
sel, washed up by the waves onto the sand. The four trapped
men made a break for the mountains, and secreted themselves
In a ravine all the following day. Under cover of darkness they
returned to the anchorage, and located the wreck of the vessel
and the bodies of their dead shipmates strewn along the shore.
Gathering a few bundles of dried fish, they stole back into
the hills, hiding among the cliffs and traveling only at night.
Nevertheless, they were discovered by the natives and forced
to take refuge in a cave, where they held out for five weeks
against repeated forays, unable to tend their wounded or bury
the dead. It was not until the thirtieth of March that Korelin,
the sole survivor, succeeded in signaling a shitika that was
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cruising offshore, and SWam out to the small boat in a shover
of arrows,

Now the islanders, thoroughiy aroused, embarked on g
campaign of relentless guerrilla warfare, A group of promygh-
leniki had been shipwrecked on Umnak Island, and the sixteen
survivors had erected a temporary shelter of empty casks coy-
ered with sea-lion skins. During their first night ashore, g
native war party approached stealthily from the sea. Their
Spears and arrows pierced the flimsy barricade of skins; five
castaways were killed outright, and all the others severely
wounded. The least disabled seized the fallen Spears and
launched a counterattack, driving off the savages. Three day-
later, a hundred and fifty islanders stormed the shelter witi,
muskets, the first recorded instance of the use of firearms by
the Aleuts, When their bullets fell short of the mark, they set
fire to the dry grass in an effort to burn their quarry out.

After a month of ceaseless harassment, the castaways es-

lances gave evidence of g desperate struggle. They climbed
the hill to the ruined encampment, and in a bathhouse dis.

covered twenty bodies, including the ship’s commander. Straps

massacre could ever be obtained.

Some turncoat Aleuts were bribed to join forces with the
white invaders, ang served as Inercenary warriors when the
?H...rmﬂmwm encountered the inhabitants of the Shumagins and
Kodiak Island, Years later an elderly native described the ar-
rival of the promyshleniki on Kodiak: “T was a boy of nine or
ten years, for I was already set to paddle a baidarka, when the
first Russian ship with two masts appeared near Cape Aliulik,
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of 1768 Fleet Master Gerassim Pribilof, cruising north of
Unalashka in the Bering Sea, sighted the high cliffs of an un-
known island which he called St. George, after the saint of the
day. It was the southernmost of the famous group of fur seal
islands which bear Pribilof’s name today. The shores swarmed

The %W&%QZ

‘\
area; within a few more years, the species had ceased to exist
anywhere on the A

er Bering’s voyage — sea otters had become
aska and the Aleutians that Barorvon W rangell,

L ) of the Riissian American Company, persuaded his government
with sea otters, as fearless as those which Steller observed on to f6rbid the use of firearms mb&..,@mwﬁmnﬁ the remaining ani-
Bering Island during the first winter, large packs of walrus eﬁﬂ? by rigid conservation meaSures,
basked on the ice floes; arctic foxes were so tame that they This brief period of ﬁ@mmmm for the beleaguered otters ended
could be caught by hand. With the approach of summer the in 1867, when the [Hfited States purchased Alaska at the bar-
fur seals returned to their rookeries in countless numbers, the gain price of two cents an acre, Ignoring the Russian ban
largest concentration anywhere in the world. In his first year, on firearms,American hunters mcvm.mﬂﬁ& Emw.woéma.& rifles
Master Pribilof obtained forty thousand seal and two thou- for natix€ arrows and spears. The waste wds mv alling. Men
sand otter pelts, fifteen .ﬁroz.mm:m pounds of walrus ivory, and patrdled the beaches, aiming ﬁwHoﬁmm.Mm..Hmmnowm% mmmrﬁm. at a
“more whalebone than his ship noﬂ.p_a carry.” swimming otter’s head and ﬁ.zm”mmvm to Iuck to find the body
Rumors .0m the untold wealth in furs to be found in north- later if it washed mmwOH@.n@mMummmm wounded animals, shot at
west America had spread abroad. When Captain Cook visited too great a distance from land, sank and were never Hmmo«fmﬂma.
P ._.mbno. William mofﬁ“ ue his third voyage around the world, When the Ameyi¢an %EEBME sought to restrict the taking
his sailors traded iron nails for a fortune in sea otter skins, of sea otters6 the natives of Alasks, white men marrjed Aleut
Yankee market hunters came from as far away as Boston to women.and claimed the right to hunt. By the.tufn of the cen-
join in the fur stampede. Spaniards pushed northward out of .

tury; the islands had been stripped ,mwmm%.sws 1911, a fleet of

Ea.wwnu &onmﬂwm Gmmmow,.mmm .oom,mﬂvmm&mnwumwm#m82&&8 thirty-one schooners combed the-¥4rmer hunting grounds in
China in exchange for quicksilver for their Mexican mines. In

. vain. Their total kill for the simmer vw ins.
1804 a single me under Commander Baranof sailed back to per e SR Gzl

That year an interpational treaty to protect the species was
i i teer . . o oy v1e -
Russta with a cargo of fifteen thousand pelts signed, and the.Aleutians were declared a Federal Wildlife~—

f..P\m\‘.(\\P\ﬁ(\; R T m{\] oy, ~ ...F--‘..L N

“% o N N

“*hird of the nineteenth century, sea otter hunt-

Refuge. Protection had come too late. Each mm‘mﬁ.&m.mwwﬁma
n A count gréw smaller, its decline speeded by Rugsian and J apa-
mﬁﬁw%nmwwﬂu\ommﬂmw\.mﬂmwﬂ Hwﬁ nes€ poachers who continued to slip int6 the remote bays, un-
M. mmm wumwmﬂuoa ng wo M&.M observed in the fog, and slaughtéf the few isolated survivors.
s cou ock them on the hea In 1925, an exhaustive sttvey failed to detect a single otter,
ik Bay aver aged eight hundred a and the species was.déclared extinct.
h%wmwm@u HE&M% aHtie the ws.bﬁ- Six years later Frank Dufresne, soon to become director of
#- Len years of competitive E:.Sm the Alaska Game Commission, made 2
er population in the San Francisco

routine inspection tour



