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“To Build a Fire” by Jack London

(Questions from the Reading – 5 points each)
1. How does London describe the weather at the beginning of the story?

2. Why doesn’t the man worry about the cold? What do you think London meant when he wrote “This man did not know cold.”?
3. How does the man’s outlook on his situation change during the story? 

4. When the man falls in the river, is that because of bad luck or bad judgment?

5. Do you agree or disagree with the man when he sends the dog ahead to test the ice? Why?
6. What happens to the man’s fire and why? 

7. Why does the man try to catch the dog?

8. What could the man have done differently to stay alive?

9. How does the author describe death at the end of the story?

10. How does the dog know to leave and head to camp? 

Inference Questions -  10 pts each

1. What is the relationship between the man and the dog? 
2. Why do you think the protagonist is referred to only as “the man” instead of by name?
3. Why does the man die? 
4. What is the main conflict in the story? 
5.  Why did Jack London write such a grim story? 
