Sample Response to DBQ #11

[image: ]
[image: ]
image1.png
SAMPLE RESPONSE

The first part of the 19th century in the United States marked a period of westward expansion inspired by many Americans’ belief
in Manifest Destiny, or that God intended the white man to tame the continental U.S. and settle it. Americans were looking for new
markets to expand their wealth and influence across the world, as well as new places for their growing population in the East to
settle. The West offered opportunity, and most importantly, land. King Cotton was dominating the economic landscape and the
election of 1844 signaled a shift towards expansion. While on the surface the young nation saw promise and prosperity inits
future, the acquisition of new lands soon led to greater conflicts over whether the territories should be settled as free or slave
states. This conflict could only be settled by a Civil War.

America's acquisition of the Louisiana Purchase Territory in 1803 and the Mexican Cession in 1848 set the stage for future
conflicts over whether the lands encompassed in these new territories should be slave or free. The Louisiana Purchase, conducted
by President Thomas Jefferson in 1803, nearly doubled the size of the United States, and was received by the American people
with widespread celebration. Within fewer than 20 years, the nation faced its first challenge over settling the territory, as Missouri
was entered as a slave state, despite sitting above the 36-30 latitude line, known as the Missouri Compromise. This line would
serve the nation for the next 30 years in deciding whether a state entering the Union from the Louisiana Territory would be slave
or free. By 1854, however, llinois Senator Stephen Douglas saw his chance to achieve passage of the transcontinental railroad
through his home state in exchange for the division of the Nebraska Territory into two new territories, Kansas and Nebraska,
whose entry into the Union would be decided by the people of those territories, known as popular sovereignty. The Kansas-
Nebraska Act rendered the Missouri Compromise mostly mute, for now the future state of Kansas which sat north of the Missouri
Compromise line could potentially become alave state, if the people voted itin as such. Pro-slaveryites and anti-slaveryites
rushed Kansas's borders to claimit for their own side, leading to a violent and chaotic Bleeding Kansas (Doc 4), and the birth of the
Republican Party. A territory that had been previously deemed free was now at the mercy of people rushing to vote in an attempt
tohelp expand slavery. The issue had become so divisive and violent that these protests even ended up spreading to the Senate
floor with a canning of Senator Charles Sumner. The expansion of slavery had gone beyond compromise and it seemed as though
every attempt only made things worse.
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Similarly, the territory acquired by the United States due to its victory in the Mexican War in 1848, known s the Mexican Cession,
would create conflicts over whether this territory should be slave or free. The Compromise of 1850, crafted by Congressmen
Henry Clay, Daniel Webster and John C. Calhoun, who later reneged on his role in bringing in the Southern states, would allow for
the territory of California to enter the Union as a free state, the territories of New Mexico and Utah to be decided by popular
sovereignty,or the people of that territory's vote, the slave trade to be abolished in Washington D.C.,and a stronger Fugitive Slave
Lawto be enforced in the North. This represented a major shift in the tone of compromise as Southerners reflected a point of view
that the North was ignoring the laws that had protected slavery. Massachusetts Senator Daniel Webster argued eloquently for the
preservation of the Union in his 7th of March Speech (Doc 3), but his home state of Massachusetts was so angered by the passage
of amore stringent Fugitive Slave Law, that Webster lost his re-election bid and was ruined politically by his ‘sacrifice" for the
Union. This speech reflected that slavery was not a regional issue, but a national one that could divide the very unity of the United
States. Abolitionism actually grew in the North due to the Fugitive Slaw Law component of the Compromise of 1850, s social
reformers such as William Lloyd Garrison, publisher of the abolitionist paper, “The Liberator” (Doc 1) and Harriet Beecher Stowe,
author of the famous novel, "Uncle Tom's Cabin’ (Doc 2), sought to educate the public on the horrors of slavery with their writings.
‘This new, moral, component helped to engage new support in the North for an anti-slavery moment that had primarily been
focused on the free-soil movement prior. The South attempted to combat these claims with the ideas of slavery being a “positive
good" and a “necessary evil” but in the end the constant expansion of US. territory brought with it the constant question of what
todo about slavery. As compromise continued to fail, 50 too did the Union.

By the late 18505, the United States was being torn apart by the slavery-land debate. In 1857, Supreme Court Justice Roger B.
Taney delivered the majority opinion in the Dred Scott case, stating that there was essentially no such thing as a free state since
slaves were the property of the owners, as guaranteed by the 5th amendment. (Doc 5) Many who had been advocates of popular
sovereignty, such as Democrat Senator of llinois Stephen Douglas, now faced the specter of slavery being legal everywhere. There
was no coming back from this moment as everything that kept the nation together over the issue of slavery was now gone. The
Northwest Ordinance, the Missouri Compromise, even the ideas of popular sovereignty meant nothing and slavery could spread
asfar North as necessary. By the 1858 llinois Senate campaign, Douglas debated against the relatively unknown Abraham Lincoln
in the now famous Lincoln-Douglas debates. In the seminal Freeport Debate, Douglas himself struggled with the Dred Scott
opinion, and was trapped by candidate Lincoln in having to choose between popular sovereignty or the legality of slavery in every
state. Douglas continued to maintain that f the people voted slavery down ina particular territory, it would not become a slave
state. Douglas won the 1858 llinois Senate race against Lincoln, but Lincoln's star began to rise nationally as a result of his skillful
oratory and political arguments. This watershed moment not only helped catapult both Lincoln and the Republican Party into
national prominence, but also reflected the issue of slavery would tear the country apart. Abraham Lincoln would win the
nomination for the Republican Party in the 1860 presidential race, and go onto win the election for the presidency. Although he
argued he would not touch slavery where it currently consisted, his election was without a single Southern vote. The southern
states would begin their stream of secession s a result, and the nation embarked on the Civil War in 1861 because of their lack of
power, voice, and states' rights. However, all three of these concerns were centered directly on the idea that slavery needed to be
protected. While expansion continued to require the nation to compromise, only violence and continued separation between
Northand South existed.





