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SAMPLE RESPONSE

After presiding over the Constitutional Convention in 1787, George Washington was elected the first president of the U.S.in 1789
by a unanimous vote of the Electoral College. He immediately set out to create a strong national government that would be
popular with its constituents and respected by foreign powers. To assist him in achieving those ends, Washington created a
Cabinet of advisors which consisted of men who had played vital roles during the American Revolution. It was within Washington's
Cabinet that disagreements eventually arose, specifically between Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson, which paved the
way for the first political parties in the United States. It was those disagreements, specifically over the economic and diplomatic
direction of the new nation, were the greatest cause of the creation of political division.

Alexander Hamilton, Washington's aid de camp during the Revolution, was a lightning rod within the Cabinet early on. Chosen to
be the Secretary of Treasury, Hamilton had very strong convictions about the type of national government needed to create a
strong, prosperous nation. Hamilton's “Report on Manufactures” alludes to his fervent support of industry (Document 2). In fact,
much of his financial plan, which included the full funding of government securities, the assumption of state debts, and the
imposition of a tariff and excise tax, seemed bent on giving advantage to manufacturing interests in the northeast. From
Hamilton's point of view the nation's future was in the Northeast and with industry; the past was in the South and agriculture. This
contrasted with the beliefs of Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson from Virginia. An agriculturist at heart, Jefferson believed
America’s future should be an agrarian one, built on individual yeoman farmers (Document 1). While he was able to compromise
with Hamilton, linking passage of the Assumption Act with the construction of a new District of Columbia in the South, Jefferson
found it increasingly difficult to stomach the proposals put forth by Hamilton and his Federalists. Hamilton's desire for a National
Bank was particularly troubling to Jefferson. Hamilton had a real affinity for the Bank of England and the financial stability it gave
the British Empire. Jefferson, on the other hand, feared the power such an institution might wield in the U.S,, believed the bank
would cater to industrial interests at the expense of agricultural concerns, and felt strongly that its very creation was illegal, given
his strict constructionist view of the Constitution (Document 3). Hamilton disagreed, arguing that the creation of a National Bank
was not only necessary for the well-being of the country but entirely legal when reading the Constitution in an expansive, loose
constructionist viewpoint. In 1791, Jefferson and James Madison, formalized the opposition by creating the Democratic-
Republican Party.
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Disagreements over domestic policy eventually boiled over into disagreements over foreign policy. Democratic-Republicans found
Washington's careful policy of Neutrality too forgiving to England which continued to occupy forts in the Ohio River Valley,
encouraged Indian resistance on the frontier, and openly impressed sailors from American ships. The diplomacy of Jay's Treaty
(1794) was viewed as a total capitulation to the British. Federalists grew alarmed at Jefferson's support of the French Revolution
(Document 5), especially when the blood began to flow in the Great Terror, and Democratic-Republican support for Citizen
Genet's visit to the U.S. in 1793 was regarded as treasonous. From Jefferson’s point of view the United States owed France a debt,
and furthermore the French were fighting for the same principles of independence that Jefferson had penned some twenty years
prior. However, this was deemed dangerous by Federalists for many reasons, furthering the split between the two factions.
Besides a growing fear that it might in fact incite a similar rebellion against their own President, the Federalists thought their
nation too young to become involved in an overseas conflict that would almost certain damage their economic relationship with
trading partner Great Britain.

The rancor between Federalists and Democratic-Republicans only increased during succeeding administrations. In his Farewell
Address (1796), a tired Washington, himself targeted by the opposition press, noted the dangers of factionalism within
government (Document 4). Washington, a Federalist that largely supported Hamilton in many of the aforementioned issues,
attempted to squash the growing discontent that was brewing in the nation. While his primary audience was Jefferson and his
Democratic Republicans, his message about factions was lost. After a biter campaign pitting Federalist John Adams against
Jefferson that saw insults hurled left and right, Adams was victorious largely because of the partisan support of Washington. Later,
under President Adams, Federalists fashioned Alien and Sedition Acts (1798) in an effort to mortally wound the Democratic-
Republicans. His administration was largely centered around Adam'’s efforts to thwart the growing influence of Jefferson and his
Democratic Republicans, but actually strengthened it. By 1800 Jefferson would be elected President under the moniker
“Revolution of 1800" and in his address he would attempt to unite the nation. However, his election and the following years only
cemented the differences that had been the root of the problems that arose during the Washington Administration.




