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Prompt

Using the documents and your knowledge of American history, analyze the degree to which Thomas Nast influenced social and
political reform during the Gilded Age.

Document 1

Source: Fiona Deans Halloran, “Thomas Nast The Father of American Political Cartoons,’ 2013.

For Nast, the American dream was a tangible fact, not an interpretative framework. While historians associate the
term and the concept with the twentieth century, the conviction that American national identity carried with it
economic and educational opportunities and the possibility of property ownership far predates the termitself. Nast's
personal allegiance incorporated both American nationalism—particularly as opposed to confederate nationalism—
and German ethnic identity. In his life and work, Nast both embraced and insisted upon the essentially American
nature of his politics and loyalty.

As his artwork was to make clear, Nast believed quite literally that an American had freedoms and opportunities
denied to the vast majority of the world. He would have defined the American dream with reference to these
opportunities...

Document 2
Source: Morton Keller, The World of Thomas Nast. Ohio State University, n.d. Web.

“Nast remained committed to this larger, deeper meaning of the War longer than did most of his more intellectual
contemporaries. He reacted with passion against white Southern violence against the Freedmen, Indians denied the
vote, and Chinese immigrants facing exclusion.

It may be asked why Nast's sympathy for blacks, Indians, and Chinese did not extend to the Irish and Catholicism.
eteenth century liberals—and Nast certainly was one of them~—regarded the Catholic Church as the fount of
anti-modernism and fanaticism. This attitude was reinforced by the commitment of many Irish-Americans to the
Democratic party, hostility to abolition, and Negrophobia. The intertwining of his hostility to the Church, the Irish,
and the Tweed Ring suggest that for him this was another chapter in the ongoing struggle to preserve the American
Union, and Lincoli's new birth of freedom, from its enemies”’
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Document 3
Source: Albert Boime, “Thomas Nast and French Art American Art Journal, 1972.

Asapolitical cartoonist, Thomas Nast wielded more influence than any other artist of the 19th century. He not only
enthralled a vast audience with boldness and wit, but also swayed it time and again to his personal position on the
strength of his visual imagination. Both Lincoln and Grant acknowledged his effectiveness in their behalf, and as a
crusading civil reformer he helped destroy the corrupt Tweed Ring that swindled New York City of millions of dollars.
Indeed, his impact on American public life was formidable enough to profoundly affect the outcome of every
presidential election during the period 1864 to 1884.

Ameasure of his power as a draftsman is shown by the number of symbols he forced other artists to accept: he
invented or definitively fixed many of the graphic metaphors still used, including the Republican Elephant, the
Democratic Donkey....Uncle Sam. He was perhaps the earliest to employ the dollar sign in place of the letter *S" as a
graphic evocation of greed and surplus greed.
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Document 4

Source: Thomas Nast, Caricature of Boss Tweed. Harper's Weekly, 1871,
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"THATS WHATS THE MATTER"

Boss Twrsn.  Ax Tong an 1 count tha Votes, what are you going 10 do abows i? say 7"

Source: Thomas Nast, Caricature of Boss Tweed. Harper’s Weekly, 1871
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Document 5

Thomas Nast, “The Chinese Question; Harper's Weekly, 1871, Web.

‘Thomas Nast, The Chinese Question; Harper's Weekly
1671, Web.

NOTE: Currently. there is no wav to tvbe and submit vour answers to these questions. If vou are completi




