Explanation and Possible Response DBQ Practice #13
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Historical Context: When Theodore Roosevelt became President in 1901, he introduced a program called the Square Deal. A part
of that program was to regulate big business and bust up monopolies, giving Roosevelt the nickname "trustbuster His belief, as
shown in the cartoon above, believed that harmful monopolies should be destroyed while helpful ones should be regulated.

Point of View/Audience: The cartoonist, Clifford K. Berryman, depicts Roosevelt positively as a “trust-buster” The cartoon ranin
the Washington Star, a newspaper directed at the general public, during the Progressive Era,a time of increased government
regulation.

Purpose: This cartoon is similar to other "muckraking" cartoons and journalism, which dealt with social problems of the period.
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Change:

Mugwumps were a group of Republicans in the 1880 that wanted to turn the Republican Party towards reform. Since the
rest of the Republican Party did not want reform, the Mugwumps effectively “abandoned ship” in the election of 1884,
supporting Democrat Grover Cleveland in his campaign for the Presidency.

Half Breeds were another group of reform-minded Republicans in the 1870s and 80s that wanted reforms like civil service.
The Progressive Era picked up in the 1900s, leading to increased government involvement in the economy. Muckrakers
exposed problems through various journalistic measures. Teddy Roosevelt took action to support labor unions in strikes,
set aside lands for national parks, bust trusts, and promote other efforts towards reform.

The Interstate Commerce Commission was strengthened by laws such as the Hepburn Act and Mann-Elkins Acts.

The Clayton Anti-trust Act clarified the Sherman Anti-trust Act in a further attempt to bust monopolies.

Woodrow Wilson passed certain lawsto regulate businesses. He lowered tariff rates with the Underwood Tariff. The
Federal Trade Commission regulated business transactions, while the Federal Reserve System regulated the money supply.

Continuity:

Various groups in the Republican Party sought to maintain the policy of laissez-faire economics.
Stalwarts did not want Civil Service reform to reduce corruption.

Where the Populist party called for the adoption of a bimetal standard, the Republicans stood for maintaining the gold
standard in the 1896 election, as this would have most benefitted big business.

The federal government called in troops to stop large labor strikes that interfered with businesses such as the Homestead,
Pullman, and Railroad Strike of 1877.

Taft broke up some monopolies, but also took some conservative measures such as firing conservationists who had set aside
lands for preservationist purposes, out of the purview of big businesses.

Context of Time Period:

During the late 1800s, the Gilded Age, cities were growing, withswelling numbers of immigrants from Southern and Eastern
Europe, who were seen as"undesirable”

Labor Unions were fighting against Big Businesses as well. Several major unions existed, such as the Knights of Labor, AFL,
and IWW. The government opposed unions while helping big businesses.

People moved west to become ranchers, farmers, and miners. They would have many interactions with big businesses
(many of them negative) through various means.

The United States began adopting more imperialist policies and expanding overseas to open markets and gather more raw
materials. This would benefit big businesses.
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SAMPLE RESPONSE
Possible Thesis:

« Afterthe Civil War, the federal government, which was dominated by the Republican Party, practiced laissez-faire
economics, allowing big business to flourish and grow out of control. By the end of the 1800s, the federal government
began to take steps to regulate the economy. Some of these measures did nothing to regulate the economy, while others did
reduce the power of big business.

 While the majority of the Republican Party, which held power in government in the late 18005, did not want to regulate
business, various reform movements attempted to regulate big businesses with various results.
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J.Ottmann Lith, Co. Standard Oil Cartoon with octopus. Wikimedia Commons, 7 Sept 1904 Web. August 24 2016,

Historical Context: Due to its laissez-faire philosophy in regards to the economy, the government often suffered from corruption
and excessive influence from big businesses. Big Businesses had a staggering amount of power and influence through the early
1900, The Big Business referred to in the cartoon was John D. Rockefellers Standard Oil Company, which owned over 80% of oil
production in the country.

Point of View/Audience/Purpose: This political cartoonfirst published in a satirical magazine in 1904, criticized the unhealthy
amount of power that Standard Oil exercised in the United States. The menacing octopus, which represents Standard Oil, has a
literal stranglehold on the entire country, as represented by the White House, the Capitol building, and the Statue of Liberty.
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Document 2

Al charges made for any service rendered o to be rendered in the transportation of passengers or property as
aforesaid, or in connection therewith, or for the receiving, delivering, storage, or handling of such property, shall be
reasonable and just; and every unjust and unreasonable charge for such service is prohibited and declared to be
unlawful.

Interstate Commerce Act, 1887

Historical Context: In the late 1800s, American farmers were facing serious financial issues due tolow crop prices and
overcharges by railroads transporting crops and agricultural equipment.

The frustrated farmers formed an organization called the Grange, which succeeded in getting some states to pass laws to set
maximum railroad rates. The railroads sued to have these laws overturned, and eventually ended up in the Supreme Court. In the
first Supreme Court case, Munn v. lllinois, the court upheld the law of maximum railroad rates. In the second case, Wabash v.
Illinois, the court overturned these laws. The federal government stepped in and passed the Interstate Commerce Act, which set
maximum railroad rates under the authority of the Interstate Commerce Commission. However, the commission had little power
until the 20th century when Teddy Roosevelt passed The Hepburn Act in 1906, as well as other acts, to increase the power of the
Commission.

Audience/Point of View/Purpose: See above.
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We have witnessed for more than a quarter of a century the struggles of the two great political parties for power and
plunder, while grievous wrongs have been inflicted upon the suffering people. We charge that the controlling
influences dominating both these parties have permitted the existing dreadful conditions to develop without serious
effort to prevent or restrain them. Neither do they now promise us any substantial reform. They have agreed
together to ignore, in the coming campaign, ever issue but one. They propose to drown the outcries of a plundered
people with the uproar of a sham battle over the tariff, so that capitalists, corporations, national banks, rings, trusts,
watered stock, the demonetization of silver and the oppressions of the usurers may all be lost sight of. They propose
to sacrifice our homes, lives, and children on the altar of mammon; to destroy the multitude in order to secure
corruption funds from the millionaires.

Populist Party Platform, 1892

Historical Context: In the late 1800s, farmers continued to have economic problems, and formed a political party to advocate for
them. The Populist Party ran candidates for President in the 1892 and 1896 elections. Part of the Populist Party Platform was
that the government should take over control of the railroads and banks and create conditions to regulate these businesses.

The party sought a reversal of laissez-faire economics, and called for the government to control big businesses and engage more in
economic regulation. The Populist Party also called for the adoption of the bi-metal standard, lower tariffs, graduated income tax,
and more.

Audience/Point of View/Purpose: The audience for this would be supporters of the Party and potential voters. The platform
appeals to the working class, as all the measures that it supported appealed to the lower classes. The Platform clarified the beliefs
of the party and held opposite views to the Republican party of the time.
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Document 4

Every contract, combination in the form of trust or other- wise, or conspiracy, in restraint of trade or commerce
among the several States, or with foreign nations, is hereby declared to be illegal. Every person who shall make any
such contract or engage in any such combination or conspiracy, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on
conviction thereof, shall be punished by fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, or by imprisonment ot exceeding
one year, or by both said punishments, at the discretion of the court.

Sherman Anti-trust Act, 1890

Historical Context: In the very late 1800s, the government, due to some popular pressure, internal pushes, and economic
conditions, began taking some steps to regulate the economy. The Sherman Anti-trust Act was designed to restore competition
and make monopolies illegal. The problem with the law was that it did not fully define what a monopoly was. Therefore in the first
case, E C Knight Co. vs. US, the Supreme Court did not break up the monopoly. The measure would not be effective until Teddy
Roosevelt’s "trust-busting” spree, in which he broke up 40 monopolies under the law, starting with the Northern Securities
Company in 1904. Roosevelt's successor, Taft,broke up twice as many monopolies.

Audience/Point of View/Purpose: See above.
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