APUSH Sample DBQ #13

PROMPT
Analyze the continuity and change in the federal government’s approach to the regulation of big business between the 1870s and the 1910s.
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Al charges made for any service rendered or to be rendered i the transportation of passengers or property as
aforesaid, or in connection therewith, or for the receiving, delivering, storage, or handling of such property, shall be
reasonable and just; and every unjust and unreasonable charge for such service is prohibited and declared to be
unlawful.

Interstate Commerce Act, 1887
Document 3

We have witnessed for more than a quarter of a century the struggles of the two great political parties for power and
plunder, while grievous wrongs have been inflicted upon the suffering people. We charge that the controlling
influences dominating both these parties have permitted the existing dreadful conditions to develop without serious
effort to prevent o restrain them. Neither do they now promise us any substantial reform. They have agreed
together to ignore, in the coming campaign, ever issue but one. They propose to drown the outcries of a plundered
people with the uproar of a sham battle over the tariff,so that capitalists, corporations, national banks, rings, trusts,
watered stock, the demonetization of silver and the oppressions of the usurers may all be lost sight of. They propose
tossacrifice our homes, lives, and children on the altar of mammon; to destroy the multitude in order to secure
corruption funds from the

Populist Party Platform, 1892
Document 4.

Every contract, combination in the form of trust or other- wise, or conspiracy, in restraint of trade or commerce
among the several States, or with foreign nations, is hereby declared to be illegal. Every person who shall make any
such contract or engage in any such combination or conspiracy, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on
conviction thereof, shall be punished by fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, or by imprisonment ot exceeding
one year, or by both said punishments, at the discretion of the court.

Sherman Anti-trust Act, 1890
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