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1 Roads
The Rom

ans built about 50,000 m
iles (80,000 km

) of roads. 
The roads w

ere used prim
arily by the m

ilitary, but also by 
m

erchants and citizens. Today, w
e build roads the sam

e w
ay 

the Rom
ans did and our highw

ay system
s replicate their 

road system
s. 

2 Tunnels
Tunnels were built m

ainly to transport water, diverge rivers, 
and to open m

ountains to roads. Today, we use m
any of the 

engineering techniques the Rom
ans used but m

odern m
achines 

and tools allow tunnels to be built faster, safer, and under water. 

3 Bridges
The Rom

ans transform
ed the building of bridges through their 

use of arches. The use of arches m
ade the structure strong 

and stable. Today, m
odern bridges often reflect the form

 and 
structure of the Rom

an bridges.

 
W

ater System
s 

A
ncient Rom

e was fam
ous for its water system

s. Today, our 
water system

s are m
ore com

plex than those of the Rom
ans, 

though they are constructed in sim
ilar ways. A

queducts 
brought water to the city of Rom

e. They provided water for the 
1,000,000 Rom

an residents. Som
e aqueducts, or tunnels, were 

built underground so enem
ies could not tam

per w
ith them

. 
O

nce the water was in Rom
e, they used settling basins as filters 

for the water. The basins slowed the water down and unloaded 
im

purities. The water flowed into and was held in large cisterns. 
Then it flowed through lead 

4 pipes to public baths, fountains, 
and private villas. Som

e historians claim
 the lead pipes led to the 

decline of the Rom
an Em

pire. 
5 W

astewater system
s were 

drainage pipes that expelled waste from
 bathroom

s, baths, and 
hom

es into the Tiber River. The system
, built about 28 centuries 

ago, still exists today. 
6 Fountains, 

7 public baths, and 
drinking water were the prim

ary uses of water that flowed into 
Rom

e. The supply of water was so constant in Rom
e that it was 

considered one of the cleanest cities in the ancient world.

 
Buildings were often m

unicipal projects that Rom
an 

em
perors sponsored. A

rchitecturally, the Rom
ans followed 

the G
reek style of buildings w

ith m
inor changes to colum

ns 
and the use of arches.  

8 O
ne of the m

ost fam
ous kinds 

of Rom
an buildings w

as the stadium
. The C

olosseum
 is an 

exam
ple of a stadium

. M
odern stadium

s use the shape and 
form

 of the C
olosseum

. Like m
odern stadium

s, the C
olosseum

 
w

as used for entertainm
ent and sporting events. O

ver 
50,000 people would crowd into it to w

atch gladiators fight, 
view

 contests, and w
ild anim

al hunts.

9 Concrete used during Rom
an tim

es was stronger than 
concrete used today. It consisted of volcanic ash and rock. 
Seawater reacted w

ith the concrete to form
 crystals and fill 

holes, which m
ade the concrete even sturdier. Today, scientists 

hope to replicate this concrete to m
ake our buildings stronger 

and m
ore stable. 

10 Health care was im
portant in ancient Rom

e. The Rom
ans 

perform
ed cataract surgery, developed artificial legs, and even 

drilled into the skull to relieve pressure on the brain. W
hile 

Rom
an m

edicine was considered advanced, m
ost households 

used herbal cures to treat illnesses sim
ilar to the hom

eopathic 
m

edicine practiced today. Rom
ans believed in a healthy body 

and healthy m
ind. 

G
O

V
ERN

M
EN

T
11 Justice System

 
The justice system

 provided a set of rules and procedures 
for Rom

an citizens to live by. It began w
ith the w

riting of 
the Tw

elve Tables in approxim
ately 451-450 B.C

. These 
presented a series of rules that governed issues such as 
crim

es com
m

itted against citizens, punishm
ents for debts, 

and rules for handling contracts betw
een people. The 

Rom
ans also created a standard practice for trying legal 

disputes, w
here a plaintiff called a defendant to court, 

presented their case before a m
agistrate, and if the trial w

as 
allow

ed to proceed, then m
ade their argum

ent to a judex, or 
a prom

inent laym
en w

ho decided the verdict.

12 Senate 
The Senate w

as m
ade up of prom

inent individuals in Rom
e, 

called senators, w
ho were appointed to offi

ce. They debated 
issues relating to the Rom

an city and state. For any policy to 
becom

e law
 in Rom

e, it m
ust be presented to the Senate for 

debate. The senators would debate the issue and then m
ake 

recom
m

endations for supporting or opposing the policy. It w
as 

the m
agistrates and the popular assem

bly that would vote 
to m

ake law
s offi

cials. Senators could also issue em
ergency 

decrees w
hen they felt the need to protect the republic, such 

as appointing a dictator for a term
 of six m

onths.
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13 Education during Rom
an tim

es w
as im

portant and even 
the poor learned basic skills of reading and w

riting. The 
educational system

 w
as patterned after the G

reeks’. C
hildren 

were taught Latin and basic reading and w
riting at hom

e. 
Then at age seven, boys were sent to school. Parents paid a 
sm

all fee for them
 to attend. G

irls m
ostly did not attend school 

and were taught dom
estic skills, but G

reek slaves m
ight tutor 

girls from
 wealthy fam

ilies. Their schools were often room
s in 

public buildings only separated by a curtain, and students could 
be caned for m

aking m
istakes. O

ur current education system
 

is different from
 the Rom

an system
 in subjects taught and 

that it is public and free, paid for by the governm
ent. 

14 The Rom
an alphabet is the basis of m

any m
odern 

languages known as Rom
ance languages, including French, 

Spanish, and Italian. The Rom
an alphabet consisted of 23 letters 

com
pared to the 26 in m

odern English. Today, it is considered 
the m

ost w
idely used writing system

 in the world. 

15 Libraries were considered a cultural gathering place in 
ancient Rom

e. The city of Tim
gad had one of the largest 

libraries in ancient tim
es. It had a full library system

 and about 
3,000 scrolls.

 
Com

m
unication in ancient Rom

e happened in m
any 

different ways. Citizens using Rom
an roads sent letters and 

m
essages. 16 Rom

e developed early newspapers. Inform
ation 

was carved on stone tablets and the tablets were displayed 
in town centers for the citizens to read. 17 Rom

e had a 
m

ail system
 called “cursus publicus.” O

ffi
cial m

essages and 
com

m
unications were sent using a relay system

 of m
essengers. 

Today, newspapers are online as well as printed. O
ur 

postal delivery system
 delivers letters and other 

com
m

unications to our hom
es, m

uch like ancient 
Rom

e’s. H
owever, advances in technology, like 

cellular phones and the Internet, have changed 
how we com

m
unicate w

ith one another in the 
m

odern world.
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